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Title or 
Topics 

(Unit organizing 
idea) 

 

Concepts 
(understandings) 

Skills 
(What students actually 

do) 

Major Assessments 
(Tests, Projects, etc.) 

Time Frame 
 

Reconstruction 
Civil Rights 
Movement 

The struggle for civil and 
human rights has been a long 
and bumpy road.  
Key Individuals who have 
made a difference. 

*Identifying issues 
*Interpreting pictures and graphs 
*Document based assessment 

Written Summaries 
Role Playing 
Political cartoons of historic 
events designed by students 
Chapter test: higher level 
thinking questions and 
multiple choice 

September 

Westward Movement 
Industrial Revolution 
Historic Readings 
Industry Changes 
American 

Native American Issues 
Capitalism is unrestrained  
Era of invention 
Who won and who lost 

Debate issues 
*Political cartoon interpretation 
*Map skills 
*Writing on issues 
Primary source analysis 

Quiz & Test 
Written biographies 

October 

One Land and Many 
Peoples 
Immigration 
Progressive Era 
Germans & Irish 
Push/Pull Factors 

Opportunities in America, the 
world  
The world of the cities and 
city living 
Child labor and abuses of 
labor. 

*Group work and presentation 
*Cooperative learning 
Role Playing 
*Political cartoons 

Quiz & Test Immigration 
issues based on primary 
source materials 
 

November 

Theodore Roosevelt  
Progressive Era 
Era of Imperialism 
Historic Readings 

Women struggle for human 
rights and political rights. 
Spanish American War- and 
example of imperialism and 
human rights 

*Map Skills 
Developing timelines 
Women’s movement 
Debates 
*Analysis of primary sources 
and political cartoons 

Historic, political, and 
social issues 
Chapter Test 
 

December 
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World War I What happened and did the 
war resolve issues of the era 

Assassinations 
*Map Skills 
*Identifying central issues 

Essays 
Chapter Test 
Use of map to explain war 
conduct and issues 

January 

Roaring 20’s 
The Great Depression 
The New Deal 

Era of unregulated growth in 
business 
Laissez Faire banking leads to 
disaster 
Government intervention into 
economy 

Chronology of 20’s and 30’s 
events  
*Identify issues and people with 
impact 
*Primary source analysis 

Quiz & Test 
Timeline 
 

Feb/March 

World War II  
Era- A Time of Great 
Change 

Appeasement  
Effects of scapegoating on 
fear when freedom of speech 
and press is removed 
Technology and natural 
resources reign supreme 

*Written summaries of events 
*Identifying issues 
 

Written summaries 
Debate use of bomb 
Chapter Test 
 

April 

Cold War 
Korea/Vietnam- A time of 
protest and struggle  
Recent Issues 
US as a global leader 
Conservative Revolution 
Changing family in 
American life 

Cold War leads to arms race 
Berlin Airlift and Cuban 
Missile Crisis almost lead to 
war 
Vietnam- what when wrong? 
Global issues 
The computer revolution 
Role of government in our 
lives 
Current environmentalist 
issues 

Map of “hot spots” 
*Written or oral summaries 
Great speakers 
*Interpret political cartoons  
*Primary source analysis 
Current events discussion and 
debate 

Identify issues and conflicts 
of each decade 
Tests 
Develop timelines of each 
decade 
Final Exam; multiple 
choice, fill in, analysis of 
primary source, essay 
writing. 

May/June 

 


